
RUSSIA AND JAPAN "MAY GO TO WAR.
THIS Russian bear Is a restless being..Ho has a penchant tor prowling]about the east and putting an ai;-gresslvo paw into little t< rritorial pies.)He Is dreaded by the English, ho Is
watched with nppi :h< nslon by the,American, be is hutcd by the Oenhan jami with the Jap his name is anathema. I
He Is. on the whole, u very unpopular!animal.
All the world tacitly recognizes thatthe Slav Intends to muke a great and !

who havo never been nblo to forgiveKussiu for depriving her of the right-ful spoils <¦!" war rtfter the defeat of the'
Chinese fleet by iho Ironclads of the
progressive little Island of the chrysan¬themum. Until Russia and Japan, it 's.
reported, tue at present quietly armingfor some final conflict which diplomatsof either country seem to sniff in the
near political future. Backdown is a
word not to be found in the Japaneselexicon, and when the tussle really does:
come, whether it bo a matter of month*

Is very nice, as Kipling hau remarked,until he tucks his shirt In.
Let us suppose, tor instance, that

Engl nd, An. i :.. and Japan were to
Join hands In a campaign against their
great world foes. The first countrycould put Je, ships of the line Into ac¬tion, while Uncle Sam could produce 21
and Japan 18. This would malte a total
of 127 ships Of the line, while the total
number of vessi Is of the same class
possessed by the allied powers, Russia
ni-.d France, Known as the dual alliance,

[old In design ami inadequate In arma¬
ment. Another Important thing to be
remembered In tins connection Is tho
personnel of all such naval forces. The
Anglo-Saxon has had the experienceand has always sustained his reputa¬tion as an unrivaled lighting member.'
still another Item that comes up for
consideration is the disposition of the
ships of the conti ndlng powers and the
possibility of immediate and adequate
concentration and operation. Here'again wo have the indisputable advan-

WHY RUSSIA'? BLUFF AT LAST FAILS TO WORK.
glorious fight for supremacy In the
orient i>i fore very many yearn have
passed nwny, and It In pretty generallyunderstood that while the white czar In
Kindly convening peace congresses forthe reformation of belligerent mankindhe is hot altogether overlooking his own
little inlcresls in the fnr off east. 11..
has overrun Manchurht, and ho is
crowding down uport Tibel and India.
He hits had the upper hand in China for
some tihiCj cad just at present no has
:i covetous eye 111 >. *n Korea. All of
which, of eout'so, is ted esnctiy balm u>
the milled feeilhgn of the Japanese,

lor of years-, it will he found that the
little Jap will have n few friends In bis
struggle against the Slay.
Japan thinks that she can count on

the support of both the United States
anl.1 ICnglnnd, two nations which can¬
not be regarded as insignificant allies
in any such row.
This war cloud, of course, haa not

yet nltogether nmtorlhll/.ed, but whileInn electrical ubcaslhess hangs over the
diplomatic world it Is Interesting to

I speculate mi the result of any slit h
ponding struggle between the Anglö-ISjaxon and the Cossack. The liui dan

tol la only !W. The triple alliance of
(.lerhiiiny, Austria anil Kits, in would
l> -s s only <;; hi' the same kind of
llotitlug war machines; The Jnpo-Anglo-Saxon alliance would also have
._'"i cruisers lb manipulate against w>
of the dual alliance and Cl of the triplealliance. Ships f< r coast defense would
also give a preponderating margin to
ur own side, and wo could muster no

Insu than ;l torpedo boats, 313 of these
coming from England alone. France,
however, with her 2SS torpedo boats
would pretty well counterbalance our
advantage here, though the triple al¬
liance would fall pretty well short «.f
our aggregate in this lino. Then, of
course, there is the immense merchant

irlhc service of England to draw
i, to i ay nothing of nur own.

itin ligtires do not constitute the final
.'. I: hi in a case like this. Many of

I the shi] a of the continental powers aro

' tage. Russia, Germany and France are
all more or '.ess shut in from the sen,
while England, the United states and
Japan are ail absolutely free and un-I circumscribed in this respect.
in event «>i such a struggle, the first

and Hi.' fiercest fighting would take
place "'a Hie sea. When the time came
for worrylns about armies of occupa¬
tion for thb victorious sid". the Japo-
Anglo-Saxon alliance would have a
population of something like 493,000,000lot" people to draw from, while Russia,I tiermany, France, Austria and Italy to¬
gether would have just a little over
two-thirds of this gigantic number of
.supporters within all their borders.

All of which, of course, i- very inter¬
esting and very satisfactory to the
Anglo-Saxon and the .lap. but then one
never can tell, you know. Americans,however, are not sitting up nights wor¬
rying over tic outcome.

The Source of the Niger.

Next to the Nile the Niger is the longest nn<l the most Important river inall Africa, yet, like most rivers, it has a very small arid Insignificant Ilttlospring for Its source, aa the accompanying picture will show. The tree shownin the picture forms a part of the boundary line between French and Englishterritory in Africa, the infant waters of this mighty river rising from beneath
Its fallen trunk. This sjx.t Is m ar Mount Konkowantl, lose to u village of the
same name, not far from the northeasterly frontier "i rrn La me.

Gun That Killed English Soldiers.

Here Is a quaint old gut: and a sword and Rcnhbord which were pr hied
by President Kruger of the Transvaal republic to Lobengula, the wily ta-
bele chief who fought against tin- English In the south of the dark continent
during the Mntnbele w. r. The gun i.- now in England u exhibition at the
Earl's Court African show, where U i* not exactly a salve for such old sores as
WajuLa Hill and Laing a .Nek.

iron Mines on a Lake Bottom.

Pin-"? the discovery and development of the Klondike gold fields Canadians
have awakened to the fact that their dominion is u country possessing prac¬tically unlimited mineral resources. But all tin- gold of Canada is not In the
l> lulike, nor Is !',<i!d the only mineral to be found in that country. Tho ac¬
companying Illustration, for instance, shows a Quebec province mine in full
operation; the ore being dredged for being iron. These mines repose on the

om of l. i" a la Tortue, and the 1>ok ore is secured from the bottom of the
lake by immense dredges, as shown in the accompnnyini; picture, then loaded
on scows and shipped away.

The Famous Twickenham Ferry.

Her.' it the latest photograph of the far famed Twickenham ferry( so ofton
heard of in sdng and story. Now tho existence of this famous and popular old
ferry is thn atoned on account of the proposed erection of a bridge over the
Kiver Tham.s. The residents along the Thames tire objecting to the abolition
of the picturesque old ferry, with its pretty landings and numerous associa¬
tions, but the sturn inarch of progress lias ordained that it must to.

A Ruier of Millions.
Here is n youthful Indian prince who

controls the destinies of over 3,000.noo
of p<-,.pu\ This young dignitary is his
highness Maharajah Slwal Jey Singhof Ulwar, who la descended from the
great ruling house of Jcypore. The
empire of th:s boy kins i^ north o*

Rnjputnnn, a few hundred miles from
Delhi. Prince Maharajah hits been edu¬
cated with great care under the super-jintendencc of mi English guardian. I«
a good cricketer, n polo player, an e
ccllcnt rider and tiger hunter nnd in¬
cidentally not a had sort of ruler, con-1Eldering his youth.

A Folding Cap.
The latest product of American Inite-

unity is the folding cap. This service¬able elm pea it Is so constructed that the
c r o u n can be
folded up very
much like a fan.
Its advantages

e obvious, for
'it Is the applica¬
tion^ of the idea
of tlo- o;.era hat
to the headgear
of the everyday
small boy. When
the tew hat
comes more in
f a s h 1 o n, t h e

American school-
y will bo able to carry his cap about
his pocket without the slightest In-
hvenlence. This folding cap is the
vchtloh of a Ctevelatid gciiitis.

Mr. William Fife, Jr.. who wns tho 0" of tho Lipton cup challengesShamrock, :s a ship builder bred and born. His rather was Old Wull Fite, andfor generations past Ins ancestors have b en encased in the designing and
building of ships. Mr. Fife la how slightly over 10 years of age. nhd for over
20 years dovoted himself t«> the study of naval architecture. When a youngScotch lad of IT. he entered his father's shipyards, and after serving an np-
prenticeshtp of seven years became superintendent of one of the largest shlp-bullding iP tns of England. After several years with this llrm and much ex-
perimentatton In the construction of fast ships be wont back to ids old home
in ralrlie, Scotland, and. eht< ring business with ins father, soon secured a
reputation as the designer of speedy racing and pleasure yachts. About ten
years ago he paid n visit to America and made a careful study of new world
models, the result of which has been plainly visible in bss subsequent nautical
creations.

Among the well known vessels which have been put together under the di¬
recting linger of Mr. William Fife arc the Shamrock, the Ailsa, the Jessica,thb Minerva and the Vnmn and Windward nnd Dragon, with many others
whose names are equally familiar to the yachting world.

Psalm Singers of South Africa.

The accompanying lllURtrntion Is from n photograph taken at Paarde-Kraal. South African Republic, showing the Hons engaged In singing the last
verse 01 thu <. Hundred and Thirty-fourth Psalm. On this occasion r,,t)00Roers came together hi u mass meeting to bo addressed by General Joubcrtand dlffen nl secutivo ofllcers In connection with concessions tu i>» grantedto tin' appealing Transvaal ultlanders. Tin- tone of this meeting was, as is al¬
ready w. ll Known, to lie- effect that not another hair beyond those proposalsalready pul forward by their president would be conceded t.. the detested for¬eigners, it was hi this mccltng thai General Joubcrt called on all the Roers
present to remember the solemn oath taken by them in isso. when each Hoor
pnti iot. holding a stone in his hand, took a solemn oath before the Almighty that
he would shed the last drop of blond If need be for his beloved country. Theso
stones were then piled in on.- heap and a monument placed on the top of them.

Aulo Mail Wagons.
The extent t<> which the automobile

has Invaded England will be realized
from the accompanying illustration,
which shows the now vehicles now;

boilfg used in London for the collection
ot her maji sty's mail. These automo¬
biles are heavy, covered carriages of
the most substantial and handsome
build, and have been found both more

lltlous and morn reliable than the
old fashioned carriage hauled by a team
of horses.

Siamese Fighting Fish.
The effete Parisinn has just taken up

the sport of Üsh contests. Oriental
sporting men In Slain, Cochin China
ami some parts of Japan have long
taken great delight in tlio lively con-

tests of tho little flithtin. fish which tire
hie.! iu the east for this particular pur¬
pose. The little tinny belligerents are
prettily colored red and blue fish, and
when it conies t" a matter of fighting
always stick to it to the death.

A Peculiar Dog.
Merc Is a typo of <I<»k that Is not very

often seen In this country. This odd
looking breed of canine is known as the

eikhonnO. and this particular specimen
is the valued possession of a titled Eng¬
lish woman who has recently won a
prise with him at thy London.dog show.

German Veterans In Chicago.

During the next few days r.n nrray of derman soldiers will invadenhd i] turo the city of Chicago. 11 Is not expected that the event will bo at¬
tend with much bloodshed a the Invasion will be a peaceful one. The
f lerab military clubs d( German Boldlera tuny living In the United States
will coroo together In the bustlinx Windy City to fitly celebrate the victories
of tho b'ranco-Prussian war, and it is expec.tcd that, a largo number of Ui*martial sons of the fatherland \\i:i congregate for the occasion.


